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 The Forever Friends Club is a sweet story about fitting in, feeling left out and how kids can work 
together to overcome both. 

In the story, Sam meets three new neighbors: Madison, Nikolai and Isabel, and the four become 
good friends. When Sam discovers the others are all adopted (Madison from the United States, Nick 
from Russia and Isabel from Guatemala), and they eventually set out to form a club. Because he was 
not adopted, Sam decides he doesn't fit into the Forever Friends club. That is, until his friends 
"adopt" him and make him his own life book, and the trio take part in a game of pretend that 
includes completing adoption paperwork, paying for the process, "visiting" with Sam and going to 
see the judge. 

The Forever Friends Club uses simple concepts to step readers through the basics that are true of 
just about every adoption -- whether international or domestic. It's a great way to teach your 
children the process we all go through to make our Forever Families through adoptions, and could 
easily serve as the entry to begin talking about the specifics about each family's individual story 
together. 

--Lisa Finneran, founder, ArkAngels for Children, and adoptive mom. 
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What a cute book!   I  think it 

wil l  give our adopted kids a 

chance to be Nick, Isabel and 

Madison and not be the 

"different ones" for a change.   I  

also l ike that when I read it to 

my son he realizes that there 

are other kids who are adopted; 

he's not the only one.   I  love 

that the adopted kids all  

understand their stories and 

share the process with Sam, who 

doesn't know the process.  I 

think this would even be a good 

story to ready to a bio child 

whose family is adopting - the 

process is in simple terms that a 

child can relate to.   That will  

also help us when we are 

explaining to our son his story.  

ςAshlee Forster, adoptive mom.  
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Who can use this book? Teachers, Parents, and Counselors  

L ŀƳ ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜŘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜ Educator’s Guide to The Forever Friends Club, an early chapter book 

written by two adoptive parents: Sue Gainor, president of FRUA (Families for Russian and Ukrainian Adoption, 

including neighboring countries), and Sarah P. Gibson, a school librarian, technology specialist and author of 

several other books for children.  

The Forever Friends Club was designed for kids in 2nd grade and up to read by themselves, but in addition to its 

value as a literacy tool, it connects themes of adoption, diversity, friendship, and character building skills across 

the elementary school curriculum. It is also a very sweet, fun story that can be used by parents , teachers, and 

counselors to talk about adoption, friendship, and belonging with children of virtually any age. 

TeachersΥ ƛǘΩǎ Ƴȅ ǎƛƴŎŜǊŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜ The Forever Friends Club into your classroom 

activities. With over a million children in the United States living with adoptive parents at any given time, chances 

are that one or more children in your classroom are adopted or live with adopted siblings.  By including books 

about adoption in your regular classroom activities you are helping normalize families created by adoption. In 

addition, this book has valuable lessons about friendship, diversity, and belonging that can be used in a variety of 

lessons. And finally, the book is a fun, well-written story with unique characters that all children can relate to, 

adopted or not. 

ParentsΥ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǎƪ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ όŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΗύ .ǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŘƻƴΩǘΦ !ƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ 

ƛǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΦ ¢his is where a book like The Forever Friends Club comes in. Because 

its characters are a variety of children from a variety of adoption situations and its story gives an overview of the 

adoption process, it will help you talk about adoption with your childǊŜƴΦ LŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛǎ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ άŦǳƴƴȅέ ƻǊ ǎŀŘ 

about being different, this book can also help the child see that being different is a matter of perspective.  And 

finally, the core message of the book -- adopting a child means wanting and accepting that child -- is one that will 

reassure your child that your family is truly his or her άforever family.έ  

CounselorsΥ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǿŀȅǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻƻƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ 

is how it can be used with all children, adopted or not. The Forever Friends Club presents a scenario in which one 

ŎƘƛƭŘ ŦŜŜƭǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƘŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ hƴŎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ Ƙƛǎ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƘǳǊǘΣ Ƙƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ 

solution to their problem ς a solution that both reinforces the message that adoption is important and special, and 

that friends help each other belong, no matter how different they are. The core character skills of respect, 

responsibility, caring, conflict resolution, and fairness all show up in the actions of the children. Feelings of being 

left out, difficulties with friends, communication problems, and friendship building skills and problem-solving are 

also topics explored in the book. The ways this book can be used by school counselors, social workers, and other 

support staff for children are practically endless. 

If you use The Forever Friends Club in your classroom or at home, please contact us to let us know! We are always 

looking for good ideas and feedback about our books. 

Sincerely, 

Adrienne 

Adrienne Bashista 

Publisher, DRT Press (aƴŘ ŀŘƻǇǘƛǾŜ ƳƻƳΧŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ Teacher and School Library Media Specialist) 
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Summary of The Forever Friends Club 

 

{ŀƳ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŘƻƎΣ .ǳŎƪΣ ƻƴ hŀƪ {ǘǊŜŜǘΦ IŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƪƛŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǘǊŜŜǘΧǳƴǘƛƭ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΣ bƛŎƪΣ ŀƴŘ LǎŀōŜƭ ƳƻǾŜ ƛƴΦ 

Madison is creative, Nick never stops moving, and Isabel serves as activities director. All three 

of them are adopted: Madison from the U.S., Nick from Russia, and Isabel from Guatemala. Sam 

ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƘƛƳ ŦŜŜƭ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ Ŧǳƴƴȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻŘŘ ƻƴŜ ƻut.  

The three soon become fast friends and decide to form a club. After much deliberation they 

ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ŏƭǳō ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƴŀƳŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ CƻǊŜǾŜǊ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ /ƭǳōΣέ ƛƴ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ άŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ 

ŦŀƳƛƭŜǎΦέ Madison explains that a forever family is another name for an adoptive family. When 

Sam protests that he is not adopted the other kids brush if off, telling him he can be in the club 

anyway. Sam goes home, upset. 

¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŘŀȅΧŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀ ǇƭŀƴΥ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŘƻǇǘ {ŀƳ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΗ ¢ƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ 

show {ŀƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ άƭƛŦŜ ōƻƻƪǎέ ς scrapbooks made for them in honor of their adoption ς and 

present him with a life book of their own. Isabel, who was adopted when she was old enough to 

ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƘŜǊ ƻǿƴ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴΣ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǘƘŜƴ άŀŘƻǇǘέ Sam, 

complete with pre-adoption visitations, payment of fees, a make-believe judge, and an official 

adoption decree. With Sam an official member of the Forever Friends Club, the four of them 

settle down to plan their next adventures. 

 

Major themes of the book 

 

 Adoption, including domestic adoption, international adoption (Russia and Guatemala), 

and older child adoption.  

 

 Friendship, qualities of a good friend, and the importance of belonging 

 

 Problem-solving 

 

 Diversity, acceptance, and individuality: the children are racially diverse, their 

characteristics are unique (and not stereotyped), and one of the friends, Nick, has some 

unusual behaviors that the other children accept.  

 

 Good character skills: respect, responsibility, caring, conflict resolution, and fairness. 
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Study Guide: The Forever Friends Club 

by Sue Gainor and Sarah P. Gibson; illustrated by Miranda R. Mueller 

 

 

Questions for discussion before reading The Forever Friends Club: 

 

 What is adoption? What does it mean to be adopted? Do you think adopted kids feel 

ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƪƛŘǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘΚ ²Ƙȅ ƻǊ ǿƘȅ ƴƻǘΚ  

 

 Have you ever been in a situation where you felt different from everyone else? Have 

you ever felt left out of a group? Why did you feel that way? What happened? 

 

 Have you ever been in a situation where you accidentally left someone out of an 

activity? Why did you do this? What happened? If you could do it over, would you have 

done anything differently? 

 

 

Vocabulary for introduction or review: 

 

masterpiece 

command 

exhaust 

shoo 

collapse 

quizzed 

adopted 

Russia 

Guatemala 

Wisconsin 

lugged 

rickety 

adoption 

stubbornly 

sculpture 

unique
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Questions for understanding The Forever Friends Club 

 

1. Who is the first character introduced in the book? Describe him. 

 

 

2. Which friend moves to Oak Street first? What are some words you can use to describe this 

person? 

 

 

3. Who is the third friend to arrive? How do the authors describe him? 

 

 

4. Who is the last child to move in? What is she good at? 

 

 

5. Why does Sam feel left out? 

 

 

 

6. Why do you think the kids decide to form a club? 

 

 

 

7. Why does Sam dislike the name of the club? 

 

 

 

8. After the friends decide on a name for the club, why is Sam afraid to talk to them? 

 

 

 

уΦ Iƻǿ Řƻ {ŀƳΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƘŜƭǇ ƘƛƳ ŦŜŜƭ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΚ 
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Problem/Solution organizer*: The Forever Friends Club 

 

What is the PROBLEM in the story? 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Draw a picture to go with the PROBLEM in the story: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the SOLUTION in the story? 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Draw a picture to go with the SOLUTION in the story: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
*more great ideas for working with elements of a story can be found at http://www.readwritethink.org/

http://www.readwritethink.org/
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Writing Prompts for The Forever Friends Club 

 

Characters:  The Forever Friends Club features four children who are each very different. 

Describe each character. Which character are you most like, and why? Which character are you 

least like, and why? 

 

Problem solving: The kids in The Forever Friends Club have a problem: Sam feels left out 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǎƻƭǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ōȅ ǇǊŜǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀŘƻǇt their 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘΦ IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƻƭǾƛƴƎΚ ²ǊƛǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ 

it. 

 

Diversity: Every single person on the planet is different. The kids in The Forever Friends Club 

sure are! What are some ways you and your friends are different? What are some ways you are 

the same? How have your same-nesses and differences had an effect on your friendship? 

 

Belonging to a group: 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜƭƻƴƎΦ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ 

group, no matter what? Why or why not? 

 

Make a club! If you were to start your own club, how would you do it? What would be the 

name of your club? Who could join? What would you do with your fellow club members?  

 

Be creative! What will the Forever Friends Club do next? Write a story in which Sam, Madison, 

bƛŎƪΣ ŀƴŘ LǎŀōŜƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜȄǘ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜΦ ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ Ŝ-mail it to the 

publisher of The Forever Friends Club, DRT Press (editorial@drtpress.comύΦ ²ŜΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ 

what you have to say! 

mailto:editorial@drtpress.com
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Extension activities for The Forever Friends Club 

 

Diversity: Have students interview each other to discover ways they are the same and different. Use 

these same-ƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ƎǊŀǇƘ όŀ ±Ŝƴƴ ŘƛŀƎǊŀƳΣ ŀ ¢ƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ aŀǇ ϰ ƻǊ ǎƻme other 

visual representation) of how everyone has much in common while remaining unique. Possibilities for 

the interview questions are favorite toys, sports, number of brothers or sisters, favorite foods, live near 

or far from grandparents or aunts and uncles, holidays they celebrate, number of bedrooms in their 

houses, number of pets, TV shows or video games, etc.  

 

Adoption: Over a million kids in the United States are part of families formed by adoption. Around the 

world there are even more! Adoption iǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ άŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦέ Take your class to 

the library or go on-line and look up different ways families are formed. Words to look up: adoption, 

step-families, foster families, single-parent families, extended families, grandparent adoption,  

guardianship, two-mom families or two-dad families. 

 

Adoption books: Take your class to the school library and check out books on adoption. Does your 

ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƳŀƴȅΚ LŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘΣ ƭƻƻƪ ǳǇ ōƻƻƪ ǘƛǘƭŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ 

should have and make a list to give to the librarian. Brainstorm ways you can help the school library 

raise money so there can be more books about adoption at your school. 

 

Friendship and Problem solving: Lƴ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳΩŘ ǎƻƭǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΥ 

 You are having a birthday party and your mom says you can only invite four friends. Problem is, 

you have five good friends. What should you do? 

 Kids on the bus are picking on your friend because his house has old broken-down cars in the 

yard. ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ to say anything because you know the kids might pick on you, too. What 

should you do? 

 You are friends with a boy who lives on your street, but when a new boy moves in all your friend 

wants to do is spend time with the new neighbor. Should you let your old friend know that 

ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƧŜŀƭƻǳǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇΚ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǎƻƭǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΚ 

 !ǘ ƭǳƴŎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƭŜǘǎ ȅƻǳ ǎƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƻŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ōŜǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΣ ǿƘƻ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 

eaten lunch with, tells you that she wants to sit with someone else at lunch. How should you 

handle this? 

 A boy in your class canΩt sit still. HeΩs always blurting out answers, humming, and messing 

around with things in his desk. The teacher lets him get away with it! IǘΩs not fair. What should 

you do about the situation? 
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Crossword Puzzle – The Forever Friends Club 
1
   

2
                 

3
             

                  
4
                 

      
5
         

6
                   

7
                                   

                    
8
               

                                    

    
9
                 

10
             

                                    

      
11

   
12

           
13

             

                                    

  
14

   
15

                             

                                    

                  
16

                 

                                    

          
17

   
18

     
19

               

                                    

  
20

                                 

                                    

                                    
 

 

 
ACROSS 

2. Number of friends in The Forever Friends 
Club. 
4. The Forever Friends _____ 
7. Nick was adopted from... 
8. All the kids are ____ years old. 
9. She's very organized. 
11. He can't stay still. 
13. What Madison, Isabel, and Nick did for Sam 
to make him part of the club. 
14. Madison was adopted from the state of 
__________. 
16. What Isabel did to Sam's adoption 
certificate. 
17. His family was not created by adoption. 
19. The Forever Friends live on ____ Street. 
20. Another name for a scrapbook about your 
life is a _____. 

 
DOWN 
 
1. Sam's dog 
3. When they adopted Sam, Nick insisted on 
being the _________. 
5. She's very creative. 
6. One of the games the kids played. 
10. The country Isabel was adopted from. 
12. At the end of the book the kids eat 
_____________. 
15. The kids made a _____into a clubhouse. 
18. What Madison made at her first lunch with 
Sam. 

(Answers on page 13) 
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Figure out the secret code** to solve the Cryptogram 
 

 

 
 

**hint: the first line contains all the names of the Forever Friends. 
(Answers on page 13) 

 

 

Fallen Phrase Puzzle 

Use each letter only one time! 

 

 
 

(Answers on page 13) 
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The kids are lost! 

Help them find their way back to The Forever Friends Clubhouse!

Start 
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Answers: 

Crossword Puzzle 

Across: 2. Four 4. Club 7. Kazakhstan 8. Seven 9. Isabel 11. Nick 13. Adopted 14. Wisconsin 16. Stamp 17. Sam 19. 

Oak 20. Lifebook  

Down: 1. Buck 3. Judge 5. Madison 6. Tag 10. Guatemala 12. Cookies 15. Shed 18. moosh 

 

Cryptogram 

Sam, Nick, Isabel, and Madison are The Forever Friends Club!  Now they are all part of a forever family 

 

Fallen Phrase: 

Rules for becoming a member of the Forever Friends Club: be nice, have fun, be friendly! 

********************* 

Reading program quiz for The Forever Friends Club 
Please use this quiz as a framework for writing your own quiz in  

whatever computer-based reading incentive/reading quiz programs your school uses. 

 

мΦ Iƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ƴŜǿ ƪƛŘǎ ƳƻǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ {ŀƳΩǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΚ 

a. two 

b. four 

c. three 

d. one 

 

2. Sam finds out his new friends have something in common. They are all 

a. soccer players 

b. ten years old 

c. girls 

d. adopted 

 

оΦ ¢ƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ŏƭǳō ά¢ƘŜ CƻǊŜǾŜǊ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ /ƭǳōέ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ άŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦέ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ άŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΚέ 

a. a family formed by adoption 

b. a family that lives in the same house forever 

c. a family that likes to do fun things together 

d. a family that loves to watch television. 

 

4. Sam is sad when the kids name the club because he 

ŀΦ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ǘƻ ōŜ ƴŀƳŜŘ άǘƘŜ ǎǳǇŜǊ Ŏƻƻƭ Ŏƭǳōέ 

ōΦ ŦŜŜƭǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳ 

c. ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǇŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘhe club 

d. thinks that there should only be boys in the club 

 

5. The kids help Sam belong by pretending to adopt him. To do this, Sam and the kids have to talk to a 

a. judge 

b. teacher 

c. president 

d. parent 


