Educator’s Guide

The Forever Friends Club

A book about adoption, belonging, and what
it means to be a friend.

The Forever Friends Club, by Sue Gainor and Sarah P.
Gibson; illustrated by Miranda R. Mueller. DRT Press, Dec.
2009; widely released March 2010. ISBN 978-1933084022.
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educational purposes. DRT Press publishes books about

adoption. www.drtpress.com

The Forever Friends Club is a sweet story about fitting in, feeling left out and how kids can work
together to overcome hoth.

In the story, Sam meets three new neighbors: Madison, Nikolai and Isabel, and the four become
good friends. When Sam discovers the others are all adopted (Madison from the United States, Nick
from Russia and Isabel from Guatemala), and they eventually set out to form a club. Because he was
not adopted, Sam decides he doesn't fit into the Forever Friends club. That is, until his friends
"adopt" him and make him his own life book, and the trio take part in a game of pretend that
includes completing adoption paperwork, paying for the process, "visiting" with Sam and going to
see the judge.

The Forever Friends Club uses simple concepts to step readers through the basics that are true of
just about every adoption -- whether international or domestic. It's a great way to teach your
children the process we all go through to make our Forever Families through adoptions, and could
easily serve as the entry to begin talking about the specifics about each family's individual story
together.

--Lisa Finneran, founder, ArkAngels for Children, and adoptive mom.
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What a cute book! | think it
will give our adopted kids a
chance to be Nick, Isabel and
Madison and not be the
"different ones” for a change. |
also like that when | read it to
my son he realizes that there
are other kids who are adopted;
he's not the only one. | love
that the adopted kids all
understand their stories and
share the process with Sam, who
doesn't know the process. |
think this would even be a good
story to ready to a bio child
whose family is adopting - the
process is in simple terms that a
child can relate to. That will
also help us when we are
explaining to our son his story.

CAshlee Forster, adoptive mom.
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Who can use this book? Teachers, Parents, and Counselors

L Y GKNXff SR @& 2 dedudborsiadide 16 Th2 ForeveriRriendsClub, &h &afby Shapter book
written by two adoptive parents: Sue Gainor, president of FRUA (Families for Russian and Ukrainian Adoption,
including neighboring countries), and Sarah P. Gibson, a school librarian, technology specialist and author of
several other books for children.

The Forever Friends Club was designed for kids in 2™ grade and up to read by themselves, but in addition to its
value as a literacy tool, it connects themes of adoption, diversity, friendship, and character building skills across
the elementary school curriculum. It is also a very sweet, fun story that can be used by parents, teachers, and
counselors to talk about adoption, friendship, and belonging with children of virtually any age.

TeachersY AU Q& Y& aAyOSNEB K2 LIBheForévédr Eriends 2ludzinto Wi clabs@dmS (G2 Ay (G S3IN.
activities. With over a million children in the United States living with adoptive parents at any given time, chances

are that one or more children in your classroom are adopted or live with adopted siblings. By including books

about adoption in your regular classroom activities you are helping normalize families created by adoption. In

addition, this book has valuable lessons about friendship, diversity, and belonging that can be used in a variety of

lessons. And finally, the book is a fun, well-written story with unique characters that all children can relate to,

adopted or not.

ParentsY &2YS 2F 2dzNJ I R2LIISR OKAf RNBY | &1 ljdzSadAiazya ol f 240
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its characters are a variety of children from a variety of adoption situations and its story gives an overview of the

adoption process, it will help you talk about adoption withyour childNBy & LT &2 dz2NJ OKAf R A& FSSf
about being different, this book can also help the child see that being different is a matter of perspective. And

finally, the core message of the book -- adopting a child means wanting and accepting that child -- is one that will

reassure your child that your family is truly his or her ¢forever family.€

CounselorsY (G KSNB I NB Of SINJ gléa @2dz Oly dzaS (GKA&a 0221 6A0GK
is how it can be used with all children, adopted or not. The Forever Friends Club presents a scenario in which one

OKAfR F¥SSta tA1S KS AayQid LINIL 2F GKS 3IANRdzLI®» hyOS {(KSe@
solution to their problem ¢ a solution that both reinforces the message that adoption is important and special, and

that friends help each other belong, no matter how different they are. The core character skills of respect,

responsibility, caring, conflict resolution, and fairness all show up in the actions of the children. Feelings of being

left out, difficulties with friends, communication problems, and friendship building skills and problem-solving are

also topics explored in the book. The ways this book can be used by school counselors, social workers, and other

support staff for children are practically endless.

If you use The Forever Friends Club in your classroom or at home, please contact us to let us know! We are always
looking for good ideas and feedback about our books.

Sincerely,
Adrienne

Adrienne Bashista
Publisher, DRTPress(ay R | R2 LJG A @S  YTRavhXr land Rhod¥ IZbiddy Beblid Specialist)
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Summary of The Forever Friends Club

{IY tA0Sa 6A0GK KAA LINBydGa FyR KAa R233z . dz0l =
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Madison is creative, Nick never stops moving, and Isabel serves as activities director. All three

of them are adopted: Madison from the U.S., Nick from Russia, and Isabel from Guatemala. Sam

Aa y20G IFIR2LIWGSRT YR AG YIF{1Sa Kay FSSt | tAdGf
The three soon become fast friends and decide to form a club. After much deliberation they

RSOARS GKIFG OGKSANI Ofdzo gAft 0S YyIFIYSR a¢KS C2N
F I Y A MaSisoskegplains that a forever family is another name for an adoptive family. When

Sam protests that he is not adopted the other kids brush if off, telling him he can be in the club

anyway. Sam goes home, upset.

¢tKS YySEG RIFIé&XlIyR GKS GKNBS FTNASYR& LINBaSyid |
show{ I Y ( KS A NJ striphodkSmadeFothesdn & honor of their adoption ¢ and

present him with a life book of their own. Isabel, who was adopted when she was old enough to
NEYSYOSNI KSNJ 26y | R2LIGA2Y T SELX I AysmiGKS LINROS
complete with pre-adoption visitations, payment of fees, a make-believe judge, and an official

adoption decree. With Sam an official member of the Forever Friends Club, the four of them

settle down to plan their next adventures.

Major themes of the book

e Adoption, including domestic adoption, international adoption (Russia and Guatemala),
and older child adoption.

e Friendship, qualities of a good friend, and the importance of belonging

e Problem-solving

e Diversity, acceptance, and individuality: the children are racially diverse, their
characteristics are unique (and not stereotyped), and one of the friends, Nick, has some

unusual behaviors that the other children accept.

e Good character skills: respect, responsibility, caring, conflict resolution, and fairness.
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Study Guide: The Forever Friends Club
by Sue Gainor and Sarah P. Gibson; illustrated by Miranda R. Mueller
Questions for discussion before reading The Forever Friends Club:

e What is adoption? What does it mean to be adopted? Do you think adopted kids feel
RATFSNBYG FTNBY {ARa ¢K2 I NBYyQild | R2LIGSRK 2

e Have you ever been in a situation where you felt different from everyone else? Have
you ever felt left out of a group? Why did you feel that way? What happened?

e Have you ever been in a situation where you accidentally left someone out of an

activity? Why did you do this? What happened? If you could do it over, would you have
done anything differently?

Vocabulary for introduction or review:

masterpiece Guatemala
command Wisconsin
exhaust lugged
shoo rickety
collapse adoption
quizzed stubbornly
adopted sculpture
Russia unique
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Questions for understanding The Forever Friends Club

1. Who is the first character introduced in the book? Describe him.

2. Which friend moves to Oak Street first? What are some words you can use to describe this
person?

3. Who is the third friend to arrive? How do the authors describe him?

4. Who is the last child to move in? What is she good at?

5. Why does Sam feel left out?

6. Why do you think the kids decide to form a club?

7. Why does Sam dislike the name of the club?

8. After the friends decide on a name for the club, why is Sam afraid to talk to them?

y® 126 R2 {lYQad FTNASYRA KSfLI KAY FSSt o0SGdSNJ
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Problem/Solution organizer*: The Forever Friends Club

What is the PROBLEM in the story?

Draw a picture to go with the PROBLEM in the story:

What is the SOLUTION in the story?

Draw a picture to go with the SOLUTION in the story:

*more great ideas for working with elements of a story can be found at http://www.readwritethink.org/
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Weriting Prompts for The Forever Friends Club

Characters: The Forever Friends Club features four children who are each very different.
Describe each character. Which character are you most like, and why? Which character are you
least like, and why?

Problem solving: The kids in The Forever Friends Club have a problem: Sam feels left out

0SOlFIdzaS KSQa y2i0 FFR2LIWSR® ¢KSe &a2f Gseiril KSA NJ LIN.
FNASYR® | I @S &2dz SOSNI KIR | LINRPoOofSY GKIFG &2dzQ
it.

Diversity: Every single person on the planet is different. The kids in The Forever Friends Club
sure are! What are some ways you and your friends are different? What are some ways you are
the same? How have your same-nesses and differences had an effect on your friendship?

Belongingtoagroup: 9 ASNE 2y S gl yda (2 o0Sfz2y3aed 52 &2dz (KA
group, no matter what? Why or why not?

Make a club! If you were to start your own club, how would you do it? What would be the
name of your club? Who could join? What would you do with your fellow club members?

Be creative! What will the Forever Friends Club do next? Write a story in which Sam, Madison,

bAO1=Z YR L&lF06St KI@S GKSANI ySE GmalliRé&tiey § dZNB & 2
publisher of The Forever Friends Club, DRT Press (editorial@drtpress.comt @ 2 SQR f 2 @3S {2
what you have to say!
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Extension activities for The Forever Friends Club

Diversity: Have students interview each other to discover ways they are the same and different. Use

thesesame:y S3a4Sa YR RAFTFSNByOSa G2 ONBIGS Imedhdd LIK

visual representation) of how everyone has much in common while remaining unique. Possibilities for
the interview questions are favorite toys, sports, number of brothers or sisters, favorite foods, live near
or far from grandparents or aunts and uncles, holidays they celebrate, number of bedrooms in their
houses, number of pets, TV shows or video games, etc.

Adoption: Over a million kids in the United States are part of families formed by adoption. Around the
world there are even more! Adoptionid 2dzA G 2y S & & ( KI { Takeychirlcl¥sitd &
the library or go on-line and look up different ways families are formed. Words to look up: adoption,
step-families, foster families, single-parent families, extended families, grandparent adoption,
guardianship, two-mom families or two-dad families.

Adoption books: Take your class to the school library and check out books on adoption. Does your

ol

Ol y ¢

f AONI NBE KI @S @GSNE YlyeK LT (KSe& R2yQix t221 dzZJ o2

should have and make a list to give to the librarian. Brainstorm ways you can help the school library
raise money so there can be more books about adoption at your school.

Friendship and Problemsolving: Ly &Yl f f 3INRdzZLJAX GFf]1 lFoz2dzi K26

e You are having a birthday party and your mom says you can only invite four friends. Problem is,
you have five good friends. What should you do?

e Kids on the bus are picking on your friend because his house has old broken-down cars in the
yard. | 2 dzQ NBto say@mhytNikg Because you know the kids might pick on you, too. What
should you do?

e You are friends with a boy who lives on your street, but when a new boy moves in all your friend
wants to do is spend time with the new neighbor. Should you let your old friend know that
@2dzQNB 2SI f2da 2F KAa ySg FTNASYRAKALK 2KI

e 2 dzC

i
e 1 (i fdzyOK @2dzNJ GSIF OKSNJ f Siia @2dz aAld 6A0GK ¢6K2S@S

eaten lunch with, tells you that she wants to sit with someone else at lunch. How should you
handle this?

e Aboyinyour class can@sit still. HeQalways blurting out answers, humming, and messing
around with things in his desk. The teacher lets him get away with it! 1is@ot fair. What should
you do about the situation?
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Crossword Puzzle — The Forever Friends Club

il i N NN
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ACROSS DOWN

2. Number of friends in The Forever Friends 1. Sam's dog

Club. 3. When they adopted Sam, Nick insisted on

4. The Forever Friends being the

7. Nick was adopted from... 5. She's very creative.

8. All the kids are years old. 6. One of the games the kids played.

9. She's very organized. 10. The country Isabel was adopted from.

11. He can't stay still. 12. At the end of the book the kids eat

13. What Madison, Isabel, and Nick did forSam .

to make him part of the club. 15. The kids made a into a clubhouse.

14. Madison was adopted from the state of 18. What Madison made at her first lunch with
. Sam.

16. What Isabel did to Sam's adoption

certificate.

17. His family was not created by adoption.

19. The Forever Friends live on ____ Street.

20. Another name for a scrapbook about your

lifeisa

(Answers on page 13)
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Figure out the secret code** to solve the Cryptogram

T
sA . __ . _5%5A . A A S5
Mo ¥ C H R coMoXoWw UE A B QoM M OE Y
A F 5
= b U L o u T E b U v U D T b C O ¥ M M H B P W
- A A A _F A
¥ E F L O U K = b u * B B £ = b L E T X
F

**hint: the first line contains all the names of the Forever Friends.
(Answers on page 13)

Fallen Phrase Puzzle
Use each letter only one time!
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(Answers on page 13)
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The kids are lost!
Help them find their way back to The Forever Friends Clubhouse!
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Answers:
Crossword Puzzle
Across: 2. Four 4. Club 7. Kazakhstan 8. Seven 9. Isabel 11. Nick 13. Adopted 14. Wisconsin 16. Stamp 17. Sam 19.
Oak 20. Lifebook
Down: 1. Buck 3. Judge 5. Madison 6. Tag 10. Guatemala 12. Cookies 15. Shed 18. moosh

Cryptogram
Sam, Nick, Isabel, and Madison are The Forever Friends Club! Now they are all part of a forever family

Fallen Phrase:
Rules for becoming a member of the Forever Friends Club: be nice, have fun, be friendly!
3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k sk ok sk ok 3k sk ok %k %k 3k %k k k%
Reading program quiz for The Forever Friends Club
Please use this quiz as a framework for writing your own quiz in
whatever computer-based reading incentive/reading quiz programs your school uses.

M® |1 26 Yrye ySg {ARa Y2@S Ayid2 {lIYQa ySAIKo2NK22RK
a. two
b. four
c. three
d. one

2. Sam finds out his new friends have something in common. They are all
a. soccer players
b. ten years old
c. girls
d. adopted

od ¢KS {1ARA yIYS GKSAN) Oft dzo a¢KS C2NBOSNJ CNASyRa / f dz¢
a. a family formed by adoption
b. a family that lives in the same house forever
c. a family that likes to do fun things together
d. a family that loves to watch television.

4. Sam is sad when the kids name the club because he
F® gtylGa GKS Ofdzo (2 06S ylIYSR aiKS adzLlSNJ 022f Of dzo ¢
0d FTSSta tA1S GKS ylYS R2SayQi KIF@S lyedKAy3a (2 R2
c.OFyQi &aLISfHecibKS yIYS 2F 0
d. thinks that there should only be boys in the club

5. The kids help Sam belong by pretending to adopt him. To do this, Sam and the kids have to talk to a
a. judge
b. teacher
c. president
d. parent
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